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Nine Basic mates 
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDWDWi} 
7DWDWDWDB} 
6WDWDWDW!} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDp0W} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDWDWHQ} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDWDK} 
v,./9EFJMV 

Black to move 

1 Bg6+ Kg8, 2 Qh7+ Kf8, 3 Qf7 
mate 

1 Bf5+ Kg8, 2 Be6 mate 

1...Rb8, 2 Qxf7+ Kh8, 3 Ne6 
Rg8, 4 Qh5 mate 

 
  
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDrDkD} 
7DWDWDpDW} 
6WDWDp)pD} 
5DWDWDW!W} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDpDp} 
6WDWDW)pD} 
5DWDW!WDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%$WDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

1...Kh7, 2 Qh4+ Kg8, 3 Qh6 
and 4 Qg7 mate 

1 Qg5 Kh8, 2 Qh6 Rg8, 3 
Qxh7+ 
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cuuuuuuuuC 
(WDW$WDkD} 
7DWDWDp0p} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDrDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDWIW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDWDkD} 
7DWDW$WDW} 
6WDWDPDWD} 
5DWDWDWDN} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

Oh, how many times have we 
overlooked this... 

# Arab mate 

1 Nf6+ Kh8, 2 Rh7 mate 
  
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDWgkD} 
7DWDWDW0W} 
6WDW0pDPD} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&QDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

Black to move 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDrDWi} 
7DWDW0WDp} 
6WDWDb0W!} 
5DWDWDW)W} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

1 Qh5 Be7, 2 Qh7+ Kf8, 3 Qh8 
mate 

1 g6 Bg8, 2 g7 mate 
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cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDpDW} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDW!} 
%DWDWIWDR} 
v,./9EFJMV 

Black to move  

 

1...f5 2 Qh7 mate 

1...Re8 2 Qh8 mate  
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Nine pretty mates 
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4Wi} 
7DWDWDpDp} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDWHWDW} 
&WDWGWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDWDkD} 
7DWDWDW0W} 
6WDW$WDND} 
5DWDWDPDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

1 Nxf7+ or 1 Ng6+ mates 

 

1 Rd8+ Kf7, 2 Rf8 mate 

1...Kh7 2 Rh8# 
  
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDrirD} 
7DWDWDWDW} 
6WDWDW!WD} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDKDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDrDrD} 
7DWDWDkDW} 
6WDWDW!WD} 
5DWDWDW)W} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDKDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

epaulette mate swallow's tail 
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cuuuuuuuuC 
(rDWDW4kD} 
7DR$WDWDW} 
6WDWDW0WD} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDKDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

'blind swine' 

1...Rfd8, and White has only 
perpetual 

the Rooks 'grunt out check' 
but cannot get sight of mate 
(Janowski) 

  
  
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWIWiWD} 
7DWDWDWDW} 
6WDWDNDWH} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDW4WDWi} 
7DWDWDWDp} 
6WDWDWDW)} 
5DWDpDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDB} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDKDWGW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cannot be forced in this 
situation 

but worth looking out for in a 
castled King’s-side position, 
because the Knights cover so 
many squares 

1 Be6 d4, 2 Bh2 and 3 Be5 
mate 

as Rotlewi-Rubinstein 
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cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDkDWgW4} 
70p0WDP0p} 
6WDnDW1WD} 
5DWDBDbDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dW)WGQDW} 
2P)WHWDWD} 
%DWIRDWDR} 
v,./9EFJMV 
Black to move 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDpDp} 
6WDWDWDpD} 
5DWDWDWHW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WGBDWIWD} 
%DQDWDWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

Boden's mate 

Macdonnell-Boden 18 

1...Qxc3+ 2 bxc3 Ba3 mate 

Blackburne's mate 

1 Qh1 h5, 2 Qxh5! gxh5, 3 
Bh7 mate 

 

Black to move  

 



VUKOVIC2.DOC ~10 - Page 7 of 10 -  

Nine tricky mates 
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDp0p} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDBDWHQ} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

Black to move 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDq4kD} 
7DWDWDW0W} 
6WDWDW0PD} 
5DWDWDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%IWDQDRDR} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

Greco's mate 

1...h6 2 Bxf7+ Kh8 3 Qg6! 
hxg5 4 Qh5 mate 

Damiano's mate 

1 Rh8+ Kxh8, 2 Rh1+ Kg8, 3 
Rh8+ Kxh8, 4 Rh1+ Kg8, 5 Qh7 
mate 

 
 

Philidor's legacy 
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDrDWi} 
7DWDWDW0p} 
6WDWDWhWD} 
5DWDQDWHW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWDWIW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4Wi} 
7DWDW0p0B} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDWDWDQ} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 
 

1 Nf7+ Kg8 2 Nh6+ Kh8 3 
Qg8+ Rxg8 4 Nf7 mate 

Can Black, to move, save the 
game?1...g6! 2 Qh6! 
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cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDNDpDp} 
6WDWDWDpD} 
5DWDW!WDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDP)} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 
 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDp0p} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DW$NDWDR} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

A common pattern  

1 Nf6+ Kh8, 2 Nh5+ f6 
escapes 

1 ...  Kg7, 2 Ne8++ Kh6, 3 Qf4+ 
g5, 4 Qf6+ Kh5, 5 Ng7+ and 
White needs only a Pawn on 
g2/h2 to force mate 

Anastasia's mate 

1 Ne7+ Kh8, 2 Rxh7+ 
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cuuuuuuuuC 
(rhW1kgn4} 
70p0WDpDp} 
6WDW0WDpD} 
5DWDW0WDW} 
&WDBDPDbD} 
3dWHWDNDW} 
2P)P)W)P)} 
%$WGQIWDR} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(rDW1kgW4} 
70p0WDp0p} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDp)WDW} 
&WDWDnDPD} 
3dBDpDWDW} 
2P)P)WDP)} 
%$NGQDRIW} 
v,./9EFJMV 
Black to move 

Legal's mate 

1 e4 e5, 2 Nf3 d6, 3 Bc4 Bg4, 4 
Nc3 g6 

5 Nxe5! Bxd1? 6 Bxf7+ Ke7, 7 
Nd5 mate 

Max Lange's mate 

10...Bc5+ Kh1 Ng3+ hxg3 Qg5, 
Rf5 h5! since Rxd8 hxg4 mate 

 
 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(rhbDkgW4} 
70pDWDp0p} 
6WDpDWDWD} 
5DWDW1WDW} 
&WDWDnDWD} 
3dWDQDWDW} 
2P)PGW)P)} 
%DWIRDBHR} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

Reti's mate 

9 Qd8+ Kxd8, Bg5++ Kc7, Bd8 
mate 
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Four mates with rook and bishop 
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDp0p} 
6WDWDWgWD} 
5DWDWDQDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDKDW} 
2WGWDWDWD} 
%$WDWDWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDWDp0p} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDWGW$W} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 

Morphy's mate 

1 Qxf6 gxf6, 2 Rg1+ Kh8 3 
Bxf6 mate 

Morphy's concealed mate 

1 Rxg7+ Kh8, 2 Rxf7+! Kg8, 3 Rg7+ 
Kh8, 4 Rg1+ Rf6, 5 Bxf6 mate 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DWDbDpDp} 
6WDpDpGWD} 
5DWDWDWDR} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WDWDWDWD} 
%DWDWIWDW} 
v,./9EFJMV 
Black to move 

cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDWDW4kD} 
7DrDWDp0p} 
6WDWDWDWD} 
5DWDbDWDW} 
&WDWDWDWD} 
3dWDWDWDW} 
2WGWDKDWD} 
%$WDWDW$W} 
v,./9EFJMV 

 

1...Rc8, 2 Rg5+ Kf8, 3 Rg7! Pillsbury's mate 

1 Rxg7+ Kh8, 2 Rg8+ Kxg8, 3 Rg1 
mate 

(compare Morphy's mate) 

 


